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[The Preface. 


Eino often 1 impor- 
tuned by {everal 
of my nearer Ac- 
| quaintance, to publiſh 

—F the following - Relation, 

asan account that might 
= | be very uſeful \ ro; the 

; | Publick, particularly a 

i] gainſt Prof neneſi 5 and. 

4" Atheiſm: and finding my 
|| Buſinck ar preſent very 


A270 


4\.- 


"The Preface. 


urgent upon me, | have 
a lt, yielded +9; give 
"<li Papers. and Notes 


which I took d during the 


whole Viſzation, wa 


'Friend of mine, to put 
”em in ſome lad of Me- 


thod and Order for He 
Preſs: And having ex 


amined the Piece; cop 
*tis parfeted; with the 


Original Notes and Pa-| 


pers which I drew m my 
elf, Þ find the Sibſtance 
wr material Part very 


faithfully done. If 


GB Q A ?a« 


am of 


{ as delivered , 


The Preface. 
It cannot be 'expeR; 
4 bythe Reader, that 
the Stile and Wards 
are. verbatim the fame 
eſpecially 
the 'two Letters,. which 
are in the followin 
'Erac, | but AS - far —_ 


remember, and as} :my- 


Notes will . aſſiſt me, 
(1n- raking of which..l 


| usd all. the - Sincerity- 


and Care. I could).,4 
dare/affrm (that? Pee 
nothing material "_ 0M, 


The Pre face. 


nor js there any interpo- 
lations” whith” tire net 
octane, | triean fach- as 
do-not add to the vente, 
but' only - expatiate , 

it order to igive 1 plain. 


& Notion and Idea of | 
the Matter: Burt as to | 


what” that - Miſerable | 
Gentleman delrvered bim- 
ſelf ( who 6 the Sub. f 
je&-of'' this" Relation Jl 
both'/Þ'and* the ME. 
TH ODEZERTI 


by 


of my Notes have been | /- 
. uperfiitionfly Critical to B 


gl VE 


The Preface. 

ive them'-as near -the 
Puck, And Very FEx- 
pieſſions;''as we'could, 
believing the Reader 
would 'not be difpleas'd 
to 'have- as "Nice -and 
| Exa& Account of that 
o | part oftheTremiſe as poſ- 
e f ſibly could bemet with 
- | Fheres another thitig 
1. which the Reader 
will not -be forry-'to 
hind, which is ; \-T hat 
whereas" in dreadful”, 


ni | ſurpriging Relations, the 
of Bookſeller, Author, or 


both 


T he Preface. 
both together, do uſu- 
ally clog; the Matter of | 
Fa& with long and: te: | 
dious Obſervations, im- | 
pertinent R fleQions & | 
luch like” Stef, only to | 
make the Volume ſwell; | 
here..he,. will- find no | 
needleſs. or, trifling Di-] 
greltions;;. - but- unmixt | 
Relation, barely and | 
purely deliverd, fo that | 
the Reader all the whule | 
he reads, will be upon | 
his Subje&, and not | 
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The Preface. 


perplex'd with an Expeftation 


I've no-more to add but this, 


” | That Pmwilling to hope and be- 
| lievethis Treatrſe maybe a means 


to ſtartle ſome that are Arbeiſti- 


| cally Tnclin'd ; and perhaps re- 


claim others, who by feeing this, 


| may conclude it their Intereſt, 

> | Rather to be a thoughtful Readey 
of [auch an Hiſtory, Naw ta be ſuch 
| au Hiftory themſelves. "And as 
| for other Towng: People, whoſe 
| Converſe in _ World has not 
| yet giventhem! the vohappy Ag; 


Oy ren of. our. Madera 4 
theifts os Their Principles, - , "this 


may be a Spur to their Diti- 


gence, and a Warning to keep 


| them from the dreadful Sin | 
| APDST A'TISING: FiEk 


FS. 


The Methodizer's Apology, 


Am ſenfible enough that this Age has a deal 
of Curioſity and Iirtle Charity in it, nr 
but that every one, who by Imprudence, Ac- 

cident, or otkerwiſe , gives any juſi Occaſion for 
others to be Uncharitable, is oblis'd im Fuſtice 
to-rem we it, or be content to bear it, _ 

I ſhall ther:fore, ſo far as 1 am-concern'd, give 
that Account 1» the o-Id which I have done to 
ſevzral Eminent Divines and Gentlemen, who 
have been with ms for ſatisfattion in this Affair, 
VIZ. 

The Divine, n-bom I believe to be a Perſon 
of Integrity, and from whom TI recerv'd the Mi- 
nutes,. (which 1 have thus . Methodiz'd) beving 
mentioned 'em to me, I became - Importunate for 


their Publication, which be declin d ſeverattimes, | 
ging bis Dependence wpon the Family, 4nd the. 


Conſequence it might have, in reſpe& of bis 


Fortunes, perhaps of bis Life.. At laff he con- | 


ſented, upon my Solema. Promiſe not to diſcover 
. bim, and upon .afuring him., that only «he two 
firft Letters of bis Name ſhould be printed 5 alt 
this time-retaining from me' a knowledge of 1bt 
Family. $0. ſoon.as-] bad put the Original Pa- 
pers. in that little Order the World now finds 
them, he defir'd be might have all back, to com- 
pare the finiſht Piece with th: Original Notes; 
which be did, and wrote the Preface,  acquitting 
me of ary Additions,Interpolations, 4c, With 


this Preface, 4m10ngft other things, he ſent mea. 


Letter (which afterwards he told me be defign'd 
80 ſend by it. ſelf, and therefore it was ſealed up). 
The Lenter is as follows : (The Original may 
be ſeen at the Bookſellers. ) S I R, 


The Methodizer*s Apology. 


leal TN z 21} OV ; | 
ace |. Had Your's, with the Manuſcript, and ha- 
4: | | ving compar'd it with the Memoirs [ took, 


for | 1 think you have done Me, and the Caſe of 
i;ce || that miſerable Man, arigid Fultice. 

As to the Prefaceyou mentian!d in'Your's, 
ive || if the following will:he*any-Setvice to you, 
\ ro || youarefree to it. \ Let only the amo firſt 1 er- 
who Þ rers of my Name he- printed at the latter end 
iy, | of the Preface. In the Title Page 'you may 

" Balſo ſay, By ]. S. 4 Miniſter of the Church of 
fon | England, a frequent Viſitor during the whoke 
Mi- | Sickneſs, or ſomething like it. I'm going 
ing || down into Efex,. and as ſoon as I return, I'lj 
for ſee your Bo::kſetter, of whum 1 exp: & to 1e+ 
12s, | <£1Ve half a dozen Bouks. 


the. Decemb. 26. Your real Friend and Servant, 
bis | 1692. , ES 

Fon- | The Brok being print:d, ſeveral Divines and 
Wer || others, who were very willing to have 4 grod At- 
WO Breſtarion, came to enquire of the Bopkſeller and 
at Fof me atout it, 'and 1alſo being very defirows the 
World might be fully ſatisfied in it, (the Rela- 
ton beginning #0 make ſuch an unexpeted Noiſe) 
purſu'd my Author, at. ba return out of Efſcx, 
with continual Importunities of Publiſhing al be 
knew of the whole Matter, with the Circumſtan- 
res of Perſons and Place, preſſmg the Concern 
df Relipion, my own Reputation, and. the 


7e 4 FBookſeller's, (who # herehy ſufficiently acquitted 
1'd From any unfair dealing in thc Caſe) to. which 
up). Was Hear 4s. 1 can remember, and as 1 bave told 
may Wome in Town, whoſe Friendſhip I moſt value) 
' Ry Be anfwer'd, That be was coldly recefv'd at by 


return 


& 4 "" 
, vY | o __ 1 - 
- } . 


The«Methodizer's Apology. 


return, and loaded with the Epithets of Iriprated * 
ful Promiſe-breaker, 8+. For be bad promifdl *- 


them nbt- to-maks rhe Concern publick, Tmbich' ih 
feed: be' bas not in the moſt aneridl Points) « Be. 
fades, be tells: me of ſome pfrivite Threats thet 
be has heart, in caſe” heoberrays the Family +6: the 
Publick Ignominy'of Rich Relation and be 
jays be vs ſufficiently" afut*d , that thoſe Divines 
and Doflors he” faw with the ſick: Perſon, 'buvs. 
been dealt with undler-hind; or elſe the Bitfineſ\ 
muſt certainly bave come-to light before ndw.- 1 
rold him, that T believ'd his dependance on 15e 
Family (wbich.he tld\me bad miny Branches, ahi 
this Gentleman was ' urhnowh to” bim before thut 
time). was not abſolutely necefſiy', moe 'T dbubts 
ed not (for 1 kave beatd: is -promis'd) but thr be 
would meer.mirft a: Patron; in caſe. he ſhow bt 
expeli'd, He anſwer'd ro this, That if. all-other 
Tejitmonies were t.ken off but bis, he might rea- 
fornably fear, being unju/Hl» d:gra ed, or Eternal / 
Itnpriſonment, a#4 [ſuch zn-Ation of Standal, : 

L 
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ther would ruin ( or at Jeaſi-ipconveriente) Jeve- 
r2) Pattons with bim ;. bow. ggod this Argument 
i t wow To, baving very fe Acquaintanee 
in.Cas Mitiers : I told him, . That ſeveral 
things W0okt ſuſpiciouſly in. it, as that. it. ſhould 
tmp om by nons bf all thoſe that were preſent, 
bofites him, To. mhich be anſwer'd as before, 
That he was confident they were all acjar'd 11: 


rice, by Promiſes, Threats,. or. orber Merl 7 
Sv BreAddaur fd GS Mit gs: pe EnTE! aft 

Ah oo ple "ld bin, Thal 
ned let, the ar, F— No ma the 
P-YJon'; He ded be mann, Here were oo 


they things of ' this nature that_ paſt betwixt us 
Þ alt wb72h Y' difcouer'd bim mathy untafie and 
_  apÞrehenſive of further Miſchief , continually 

. renewing his Injunftion and my Promiſe of 19 


The Methodizer's 5 Hg 

voy WW anytomg, Aa fortaftous tf itt» 
"gables: reign hall alert the A: 
- my ev/ifTatep By 2nd Be tation 7s 
OTE the Relttioh- iefly Mitts, "an 
very withee tht any Divine, hoes Mer 'b- 
thir Prifon-tbtforoe?, mould bave tht Libwiyof 
Examining Who ard What't am, of all yy ate 
pores, jms if my Credit hit berto appears un- 
© ſpotted and free aud not ſtain'd with baſe, little 
and difhonporable Atidns, Tort ſhall have 
that commonCharity. WY OW he ogy <4 
072 ould bd unwilling 20. be FLO 
circumſtances. ft, pore le oe wwe * vy The 
an four pet 5 ere iy ta bave 
Weans for fi A ve NY act4on upon this | 
So that I think there's 10 necei ity of ſubſcribing 
My Name $951485, Lpol0gyy. 

This ts the fullet Jecount the World 3s to exe 
pet from what Tat prefer tmmoir this affair, 
and if treceive apy jurther light imoit hereafter, 
I ball ſbor. mae ? pubtick, Fav My 00 "2 
end the PRNENS of oubers. 


_V 
fr 
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' IT 


A. Eb He Methodizer of this Hiſtory Fs Per - 

ſon; of great Integrity, thei Readey bas no 

reaſon to queition the trath of this printed. Arte- 

{tation be bas bere given concerning it ; and what 

commendation 1\hall give of it, will be ſerviceable 
no longer than till thou baſe peruſed it through ; 

Tots "y- Fſhall' ſay, hrs wal Wſerots thy 


ferious 


ſerious and frequent Peruſe]; and I heartily-wiſh 


prous Gentlemen that have Eftates would be 


hoſe 
feng in diſperfirg,, of gon the 


whole Kingdam,that ſo all ranks of Meng eſpe- 


cially the Youth of this Nation, might reaÞ ſome. 


advantage by this extraordinary and amaxing 


 Inftance.Th3s is the ſentiment and bearty Deſire of | 
thy cordial Friend in.the Lord, R.Wolley, M2. 


February the 1ſt, 16 gt ; 


A Gentlewoman'catte int6'Mr: Ditor's 


Shop, berween three or four a Clock, ' 


and ſaid, She knew the Secqnd Spira, and was 


acquainted with: the *Famnily, ro-which he 


belonged. © ne 


i $& 


 -Wimeſs ny Hail, Joſeph Poole. | 


0 


February the xft. 1698. 


Gentlewoman came into Mr. Duntos's 


| Shop, 1n Company with another Per- 
fon, and ſaid, She knew the Second Spzra, and 
was acquainted with the Family ; and when 
he importunately urg'd her to tell him who 


the Perſon was; ſhe ſaid, 'ſhe would not dil- þ 
. cover the Perſon or Family, bur:thartithe 
- Truth of it would be acknowledged inaf 
- little time. | 


. Witneſs my Hand, Ananias Hodges, 


Theſe. two Perſons. live in Crutched Fryers 


- near the Pump. 


w 
th 
the 
ſpe- 
ſome 
Ring 


reof | 


1.4 * 
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- The ſecond SPIRA. 


i F Hat: Examples prevail Q- 
Hove Precepts can be no: 
| .&A ASurptife to any: one that: 


conſiders ' the : rarity  of- 


- 4 them, or that moſt of the Senſes 
| being at once imployed, they ſhould: 
| make fo ftrong an Impreſſion-upon- 


| the Brain, and ſo upon the Under- 
ſtanding, according to the manner” 
of Human Perception. 
The preſent Inſtance; whoſe Re- 
tation [ have undertaken , having- 


"F made fo deep an Impreſſion upon my- 


| own Mind, I could not think, but: 
| that if all Men participate of :the- 
lame: Nature as I do, but that they' 
| muſt -be cqually affected-- with! it 5- 

_ B 2 ſome 


SD. 


2. Theſecond Spica. 


{ome Allowance being made for this, 
That what I my ſelf ſaw and heard 
actually, I communicate by way of 
Relation to.others. _. - w— 

I am obliged, out of Tenderneſs | 
__ Reputation, to conceal the Name | 
of the Family of this Gentleman , | 
who 'i + ite Sobjo&! of the fallowing |} 
Ditcourſe, and could heartily wiſh | 
that my concealing it would make | 
lo many as do know it, to forget | 
every thing but the Example it felf, | 
that being only »ſeful, the reſt /ggams- | 
71044 :' But am afraid: my Wiſhes | 
will prove fuccelſsleſs; there ring 4 
four more Divines,' beſides. my-felf, * 
who were very frequenly there, at | 
the beginning of his Sickneſs, beſides | 
{everat Gentlemen and others, whoſe 
Acquaintance, or Deſign of doing | 
Good might lead them thither. 

This unhappy Gentleman, who 
made-ſo direful an Ex: the cighth 
of this inſtant December, had in his 
youth Time the Advantage of a Re- | 
ligious and Virtuous Education; 1n | 
which -it was obſervable, that ihe |} 
91110! c made 


Lg 
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The ſecond Spira: 3 


made a more conſiderable Progreſs 
than was uſeful for ſuch Years, being 
very warm and. ative in all Religt- 
ous Exerciſes : Beſides, he was a 
great proficient in Learning, being, 


| tent up to the Univerſity from. 


the School where he was edu- 


r- cated, very perfcCEt in his Zatiz and. 


Greek Tongues at lixteen Years of. 
Age, where he continued five Years :: 
His Behaviour and Deportment be- 
ing ſuch that. all his Friends. and. 
Acquaintance lookt upon him as an. 
uncommon Bleſſing, an Ornament to. 
his Family. At the Age of twenty, 
one he came up to the Town, and en- 
tred himſelf into-the Inns of Court,, 
deſigning to ftudy the Law ; his. 
Friends and he concluding.it neceſfſa- 
ry, That thoſe that have Eſtates (hould 
have. at. leaſt ſo much inſight in the: 
Law as to know hoy to preſerve them. 
Oh that I could proceed with my. 
Character, or at leaft abruptly. 
break off, and. ſay, Here he dyed, 
zonorant of the T own and its Pices! But. 
alas, the Scene is chang'd, and hers 
B.Z we 


" 


4 The ſecond Spire. 
we bring another Perſon -upon the 
Stage, langh'd and ridicul'd out of his 
Innocence and Yertwe,by new Acquain- 
rance, and for a long Time together 
playing the Hypocrite, afſuming. 
unto himſelf a degree of that Pro- 
faneneſs and Impiety he was inno- 
cent of, appearing more vile and: ' 
baſe than he could ſuddenly bring 
himſelf to be, only to ſecure his 
Reputation with. his Companions ,. 
and ayoid the uncaſineſs of being a. 
Common feſt. But this was not the 
only nor chief Method whereby he: 
was brought to his Apoſtacy, for he 
had too mpch Judgment, and too 
well grounded to be ſhock'd and al- 
tered with a bare Laughter, or. 4 
r:diculous Grin. He would often ſay, 
< Gentlemen, thoſe that pretend to 
©. Reaſon cannot be ſo bewitched 
« with the Charms of Mirth as to 
<* think Laughing a good Argument 
* to confute whatever may be faid; 
«& if Religion be ſo unreafonable a 
thing as you'd perſwade me, by 
«- laughing at it, why don't ye give 

: | © me. 


The ſveond Spira. 5 
«me fome fair Reaſons againſt it ?' 
Hereupon ſome of the oldeſt ftand- 
ing would ſuggeſt, © That fabomet 
*has more Votaries than Chrift: 
q Fhat that Religion is not without 
« its Martyrs: and Confeffors ;\. That 
& the wild Indians dare bravely. dye 
« for their Religion : That there's 
© no Nation, be it never ſo Barba- 
<© rous, that gives us not ſome fine- 
* Examples of Doing and Suffering; 
<«< that therefore 'its not the 'Excel- 
&« lency of any one Religion , but 
<< the Prejudices of all, that" produces 
« theſe EfſeRts : That *tis the Habic 
« and Cuftom of Education that 


| © creates the formidable Notions of 
| ©: Conſcience, Heaven, Hell, Futurity- 
| © and the Enmortaluy of the Soul, all 
| © which are but the politick Inven- 
| <. tions of Pricfts and cunning Ma- 
| «© oiftrates, to enrich themſelves and 
© keep the Vulgar in Awe, who are 
" « naturally Superſtitious and Fear- 
| © ful: With a deal more 'ta' the 
| ſame purpoſe. Such Harangues as 
| theſe. did by little and little poyſon 


the 


6 The ſecond Spira: 
the Principles of this poor Gentle- 
man, and mould: him-into the-ſame- 
Leaven with themſelves, not only 
into-the ſame Fudgment, but liberty of 
all Profaneneſs, 'Debauchery and 1»ju- 
ftice,” as far as he could AR without 
the Cognizance of the Law. It 
Won't be amiſs to add, That this 
Gentlenian was one of that CLUB 
which within theſe laſt ſeven Years 
met - together conſtantly, To /ay 
down ſuch Rules and Methods: as that 
thay might be crstically wicked 3n every 
thing that they could, without the Laws 
taking hold of them 5; and therefore 
the Lay it ſelf was more particularly ex- 
amined, What Fallacies might oe put 
upon it; Where and in what ( aſes it 


aid 'ngt provide againſt unheard of | 


VUllanies, Woat Subterſuges and Eva- 
ſons there might be in #ts Expoſition: 


with many more like horrid Inſtazces, 


which were all nated down as very uſe- 


ful Diſcoveries for the new Candidates 


of-improved Impicty, 


But | 


- & mm a, - 


The: fromd $pts.. 7 = 


"Ratio proceed, [This!©ntleman's 
Senſe: and 'Fdycation, had fumifhed 
hig:with, too .much. Prudence to- lay 
open him{glt' tor very Body 5 he 
commonly kept a: yery fair; Corre-. 
ſpendenge: with; his ;Fgiends;;:and- ink 
all-RrangePlaces:was veryelobcr and 
. reſery'd , | Prudepce.;, obhiging him 
not to, diſeqves all; he! believed, 106 
every. Body. - 1 hus $6: tiw'd-{everal 

| Years, being as feeretly wicked as all 

is | Temptations; and - the! advantages 
| of a good Eftate, would ſuffer hia:: 

| But asthe Wicked do net live out balf 

re | their Days by reaſon of their Intem- 
-v. | perance and.Debaucheries, ſo this 
pe | Gentleman haftned: kis. dilmal Pers 
; it | 0d by the. like Courſes, falling. de- 
of | ſperately (ilk on the thirtjeth. of 
| ILyember laſt, continuing fo till che 


Ae 
an] eighth of this inſtznt December, as 
re5, we {aid--aboxe. | "1h 
7% As foon as he found hinfelf pre- 
ites | Cipitated by. his i/{ Courſes into lucy. 


4 dangerous. Sickneſs, -he began' to. 
be extreamly . Fartled. and . amazed. 
at the: Hapreherſiovs of Deab:(forhe 
| beliey ed 


a The ſevond Spica. 
'] believed he Thoald dy©) and (in'ſpite 
of all he could do, he could not'for- 
bear refleting upon 'another Life 5 
and notwithftanding- all his Fortif- 
cations' to the contrary, he could: 
not-confute nor *rid hithſelf of the 
ExpeRation of a Future Retributi- 
on. Being thus diſtracted with his: 
Diſtemper and Fears, he- threw him- 
ſelf upon the- Bed, and diſcourſed 
with himſelf after this manner: 
Oh! what's the meaning of this Tumul- 
fnous War inmy Breaſt? what Argu-- 
ment # there now- to aſſiſt me againſt 
Matter of Faſt ?': Do I aſſert, that 
there's no Hell at all, and yct I feel 
16 in my Boſom? Am Icertain, thet 
there's no Heaven? when I am ſo 
fare that there's a Hell d* That: there: 
is no After-retributions when ] feel a 
preſent fudement ?* Do I affirm my: 
Soul to be as Mortal as my Body , 
when this. Languiſhes, and that is as 
Vigorous 44 ever? O that any one: 
could reftore to me my Ancient "Guard: 
of Piety and Innocency ! But it'sto0- 
late, Wretch that 1am, whither ſhalt 
2; r, 


The ſecond Spira. - 
I fly from this, Breaſt, or what. wi 
come of me? 
He had no ſooner ended; "but in 
-comes; one -of his old Companions, to 
pay him a; Viſit, for. he had . heard 
that he was-not well.: * How, now 
« Brother ( ſays he) why this Me- 
: © lancholy Look. and Poſture, you 
© {eem to be mare concern'd in your 
« Mind .than Body? pray tell me 
« what's the Matter? The Mater ? 
.replyed. the; other, fixing -a pair of 
.Shaſtly Eyes upon him, .. <5 Tis, you, 
« and., the -reft;, of - my Companions, 
© that, have Iaftill'd thoſe Principles 
© into me, . which-now having moſt 
« need,of; them, -leave mein. the 
« Agonics of Deſpair. and Confuſion. 
< What Advice or Comfort have 
« you now -to fortifie .me :againſt 
< my fearful ExpeQations of ano- 
<« ther Life? Are you certain : that ' 
< my Soul is Material and Mortal ? 
| .< And that it will difſolve with the 
| © Body ?:; I'm ſo certain, .replyed 
| -the : other, © that I venture my 
|" 4 Whol upon it. Here I inter- 
-  rupted 
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rypted "them: by eoming into the 
Room, and applying my elf to 
the'Sick Perfon, 1 told himy * That 
SF was 'a Stranger to him; yet 
© hearing '6f -his 'Diſtemper, 
© thought it :my 'Dlity to pay him 
<4 Vilit, and give hit what Ghri-' 
© ftian Comfort and Advice I was * 
&expable of. 1 Thank you, replyed 

©Kithe Sick Perſon,” #nd would deſire 
< you then to. engape fhac- Genitle- 
GU jan that Ms vere” (tneahing his 
Friend) © and'prvveunts him' that 
*<'the Soul-4s'trot Matter, -nior 'Mor- 
< vat,” © Thr "the S081 is hot Mat- 
« texi(Oid * Deſtartes fas prov'd 
« in this * Method," by 'ſhewing "tliat 
&@ the SouP-is 5ndepeHvert of Blatrer. 
©©Fhat' mitrer it Telf "eannot'think, 
«neither in the Whole nor itsParts, 

<« js evident enough-from Mr. Lock |: 


Rf HUMAN UNDER- 


«STANDING. - But ' after all / 
we perhaps 'can beſt prove it'thus ; | 
« Matter is by every Philoſopher 
<coranted tobe in its own- Nattre 


* indifferent - to Motion vr 'Reft : 


© That 


_ 
cc 
© 
&c 
Cc 


'W_ «Cc 


.CC 
09 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
Cc 
Cc 


The fecond Spira. »i 

That if it be in Reſt, it will lye 
eternally fo, unleſs ſomething 
elle moves it ;- and that if any 
thing puts it in Motion, it- will 
eternally move, were it not for 
the Oppoſition of other Matter 
which clogs and retards its Mo- 
tion. | But thoſe that would 
have the Soul to be a pure fine 
Matter, ſay, that it firſt moves 


the Animal Spirits, they: the 


Nerves, and theſe a Leg, an 
Arm, &c. Mechanically', as 
Matter moves Matter. Now thot 


that make the Soul the firſt Agent 


and Mover, make Matter to move 
it ſelf, which is impoſſible, accord- 
ing to the above-cited Theſis., 
vihich will have Matter to reft 
eternally, unlefs it be moved by 
{omething. But the Soul does move 
the Body independent of Matter, 
and Matter cannot move unlets ic 
be firſt moved : Therefore the Soul 
is not: Matter, and conſequently 
not periſhable by Attrition, Tranf- 


Mutation, &c; But, Gentlemen, 


C & ad- 
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{© -undecciv'd me, now its too late; | c 
« 1 was afraid of nothing fo much þ| 1 
«as the Immortality of my Soul; | F 
©< now you have :ſſured me of I [| 
* that you heve aſcertained me of | h 
< a Hell, of a fearful Expectation | c 
of Judgment, of a Portion-among | L 

«© thole FC 
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* added 1, I hope there's no need 
© of a LeQure of this Nature to | © 
© either of you ; for you look like || © 
* Creatures that have a ſhare in |} © 
© Human Nature, which has the | © 
&« Dottrine of the Immortality of || © 
© the Soul innate with it. The lick 
Perſon made no: other Anſwer than 
a diſmal Groan, as if his Heart had | © 
broke, and his Friend alto made haſte 
out of the Room, without bidding | © 
tis God b'we. 1 was furprized at | 
ſuch an Effet, and deſired the ſick |} * 
Party 'to know [the Reaſon of his || © 
Dilcontent, offering my Aſſittance } 
to remove it, if poſhble, by Coun- 
ſel, Prayers, Advice, or any way |} f 
that hy in my Power. 
 « Alas, tSir, replyed he, you've 


= 
-_ 
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need | © thoſe that have. apoſtatiz'd from 
re to f| © their Religion, of the Lot of 
like | © Atheiſts, and Denyers of Chriſt; 
re in | © You have now ſealed my Damna- 
; the || © tion, by giving me an Earneſt of 
y of | © it, I mean an awakened Conſcience, 
> {ick | © that brings my Sins into my Re- 
than 'F ** membrance, reckoning up. the 
had | ©* mmerous Catalogue for which I 
ate | © muſt go and give an Account, 
ding | © Oh Apoſtate Wretch, » from how 
dat | © you Hopes am [| fallen! Oh that 
\fick | © I had never known what Religion 
" his | © had been, then had I never de- 
ance } © ny'd my Saviour, nor been ſo black 
)un- | « an Heir of Perdition. I was fo 
furprized at ſuch kind of Exprefſi- 


way þ 

/ ons that I ſtood ſpecchleſs for a 
i've | conliderable Time, for having - re- 
te; | ceived the Character of a Perfon 
uch | that had imbibed ſome Atheiltical 


ul; | Principles; | little expected ſuch a de- 
of | ſperate Change,but rather that I ſhould 

\ of | have an hard Task of it ro make him 
ion | conſider ſeriouſly of a future 
ong | Life: But ſo ſoon as I could re- 
ole || colle& my ſelf, 1 ſaid, Sir, F would 
C 2 defire 
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defire you to take heed how youf 

and | 
Suffer- | 
ings of Chriſt, as if they were not 
ſufficient for the Redemption of the | 
This may be a de- | 
who would | 


of Ged, 
of the 


violate the Mercy 
think fo ſlightly 


greateſt Sinner, 


fuſion of the D<vil , 


now hinder you from Repentance | 


and Faith in Chriſt. 


tality of the Soul, 


miſerably undeceived in another 


I hope, if IF 
have convinced you of the Immor- | 
'tis to a goodF 
End ; forthe way to cure a Diſtem- | 
per is firſt to know it; if you hadF 
died ignorant of it, you had beer} 


go 


World, whereas knowing it now, | 


you have an Opportunity ard fome | 


time left to prepare for your. wel- 
fare. To which he reply:d, 


« As to the Mercy of God , in| 


« Chriſt, I once knew and taſted 
&« what they are, which is now 
& part of my Curſe, in thit I am 


© more ſenſible of the loſs of them. | 


<G _ They are, 1 will grant. you, ſat- 


« ficient to thoſe that have. any | 


< ſhare in them; but what's that 
Cs 
to. 


at 


PEEL L CE, 


that 
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| ©tg me, who have denyed Chriſt ? 
| «© Who have daily Crucifyed hjm 
| © afreſh, and put him to open ſhame? 
| © the Devif has nothing to do 
| © with the Torture 1 undergo; 'tis 


| < no Deluſion of his, but the: juſt 


L <6 


% 
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| £C 


BY 
bt 


any | 


Judgment of God upon me; and 
your ConviCtions are allo part of 
my heavy Judgment, in that you 


| < have given me a fenfible Horror 


« of my Sin, by provingesmy Soul 
immortal, whereas had I gone. 
£6 


Rreight to Hell in my old Daim- 
nable Opinions, T had endured 
but one Hell, whereas 1 now feel: 
two: I mean not enly an inex- 


: « preilible Torture which I' carry 
**© im my Breaft, but an Expedta- 


 .cc 


4 Cha 


tation of I know not what a: 
nge. Oh that I were in Hell 
that I mighr feel che worft ? 
And yet I dread to Dig, 'be- 
cauſe that worſt will never haye 
an end. : 

All that he ſpoke, was with 2» 
Air 'of ſach horror and cagernels as 
can ſcarce be imagined z, indeed it 
C 3 had 
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had ſuch Effects upon me, that | knew 
not what to anſwer: Itrembled at 
the Judgment of, and | remember [ 
wiſht within my ſelf that one or two 
of the looſeſ# Atheiſts in the Age had 
been there, verily believing it would 


have put a ſtop in their Impiety. 


The Gentleman was got to Bed, re- 
* fuſing all Suſtenance, and ſweating 
through Violence of his Torments, 
in the moſt prodigious manner that 
ever] ſaw or heard of. As ſoon as 
he was got to Bed, [deſired to pray 
by him before I took my Leave, 


which with much Reludcance he con- 


ſented to. In the midſt of Prayer he 
groaned extreamly, toffing and turn- 


ing himſelf as if he had been under 


the deepeſt Agonies of Death: When 
Prayer was over, I ask'd him how he 
_ did, and why he groaned after ſuch 
2. rate in Prayer-time? To which 
he anſwered, © As the Damned in 
* Hell, which lift up their Eyes 1n 
« Torments, and behold afar off 
© the Saints in gAbraham's Bolome, 
« haye. their Torments. thereby 
* doubly 


—_— 


I 
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 & doubly enhanſed, firſt by refleQ- 


<« ing on their own Miſery, and then 
& taking a proſpect of the Beatifick 
<« Viſion thy have loft; even ſo,l,who 
«© know my ſelf to be. hardned, and 
<« {ealed unto. Damnation, hearing 
« the Prayers of the Righteous, to. 
* hich God Almighty's Ears-are 
* always open, granting their Re- 
<« queſts; this encreaſes my Tor- 
« ments, to think how I am exclu- 
«ded from ſuch a priviledge, and have 
© no other Portion left me, but Blx- 
* {pheming, Weeping, and Wailing, and 
*© Gna(bing of Teeth, for ever. Pray 
Sir, ſaid I, Conſider, that there's a 
vaſt- deal of diflcrence :betwixt..you- 
and theſe that are in Hell; theyare ., 
loſt irrevocably for ever-more, with-= 
out any opportunity .of Reprieve, 
or hopes of Pardon ; but you are yet 
alive and have Promiſes belonging 
to you -in common, . with other. Sin- 
ners; Chrift dyed for Sinners, and 
God hath: Sworn by himſelf, that he 


delights riot in the Death of 4. Sinney, 


but rather that he ſhould turn from kis 


18 *The ſecond Spica. 
Wickedneſs and Live, and that at 
what time foever a Sinner retwrneth 
from the Evil of his Ways, he ſhall 
recerve Pardon. To which he re- 
ply'd with his uſual Earneſtneſs, 
£ Pl{ grant you as much difference 
<« betwixt me and thoſe that are in 
© Hell, as betwixt a Common Devil, 
& and a Devil Incarnate. If theſe 
<& arc irrevocably -loſt withont op- 
© portunity of Repricve, or hopes of 
«Pardon, and 1 am yet alive, what 
« then? whats the Conlequence ? 
<« not that the Promiſes belong to 
E me in common with other Sinners, 
© nor to any Sinners, but Tuch as Re- 
«pet and Bclieve © If Chriff oy for 
© Sinners, 'tis for ſuch 2s Repent and 
<Believe; but tho' 1 would, I can 
& do nerther, I have autſtood 'my 
5s Day of Grace, and am hardned, 
* and turned Reprobate ; Jf God 
<«- delights not in the Death of Sinners, 
£& *ris of ſuch Sinners as repent and 
& return unto him; but his Juſtice 
&« will vindicate it ſelf upon ſuch ob- 
« ftinate'pervecſe Sinners as I, who 
| 5* haye 
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** have deny'd his Power and Provt- 
"** dence both in my Words and AQRti- 
*- ons, and now he has met with me 
* for it; and oh! *tis a fearful thing: 
** ro fall into the hands of the living 
* God, If God was not againft me, 
** L ſhould not value it, tho? all: the 
©« Legions of Hell engaged :me, tho* 
*© all the Power and Malice of Men, 
* joined in one complicated Body to 
* ftudy and exerciſe the utmoſt Bar- 
© barities that Fleſh and Blood could 
& inflict upon me 3 but when an An-- 
* gry Irreconcilable God looks ups- 
*« on hl> Creature in Wrath, and. 
© conſigns \him over to his Eternal- 
« Vengeance and Fury, thi: is into- 
« Icrable, inexpreſſiily, affliting, 
& and grievous : Ah! whe can dwell 
© a1 EVE) laſting Burmrgs? Oh ye that 
« have any hope, and have not yet 
* paſt your Dav of Grace, Cry 
& mightily to God, Day and Night 
© think no labour too much which 


| © ſecures you from the Wrath of 
| © God:. Oh who can Rand before 


| * him when he is angry, what Stub= 


'© ble. 
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#ble.can reſiſt ſuch a Conſuming 
«Fire? This, and more to the 


fame purpoſe, he ſpake with ſo deep | 
a” Concern, the Tears trickling all | 
the-while down his Checks, that no | 
Body: in, the Room: could refrain | 


Weeping, which. he perceiving ſaid, 


« And can ye Weepat the Image and 


©bare relation of the effets of God's 


* Wrath, what then do you think IT | 
« ſuffer, who-aQually lye under the | 


« very weight of his Fury ? Refrain 
your: Fears for 'me, *tis in vain 
«Pity is no Debt to me, nothing is 


it fs propper for me as fome- Courſe 
«to compleat my Miſery, and free | 
«me from the Torments of my Ex- | 
«Knefation. Here - he paus'd a lir- | 


tle, when looking towards the Fire, 
he faid, ** Oh that I was to lie and 
&* hroil upon that Fire for a Hundred 
<« Thoufand Years to purchaſe the 
* Favour of God, and be Reconci- 


« [ed to him again. But 'tis a fruit- |þ 


& leſs vain Wiſh, Millions of Milli- 
& ons of Years will bring me no 
* nearer the ens of my Tortures, 
RN « than 
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'* than one poor Hour: iO Erernity;; 
* Eternity ; who can diſcover the 
{ * Abyfs of Eternity ! who can pro- 
' © perly Paraphraſe upon the Words 
© for ever and ever | 
I could not forbear refleing_ of 
that paſſage of broiling upon the ,t ire 
; 4 Mbed T houſand Years te purchafe 
the Favour of God, and be again 'Re- 
coxciled to him; how unproportiona- 
ble was this Poor Man's Concern to 
| that of the Common Pra&ftice of the 
| World, a great part of which will 
| allow no time in Days, Weeks, 
Years, to ſeek: the [Face and Favour 
| of God ? Andamongf thoſe that pre- 


- | tend to Relipion ? How cooly-and in. 


differently do..they ſpend that time 
: | they ſet apart for Private: or Pub: 
| lick- Devotion ;5 Were they ſenſible 
| but for one _ minute | of what 'this 
| Wretched Perſon endured, what -a 
\ Spur would '3t be toitheir Devetion, and 
jhow careſul would GeV be 4 to make 


- 


" 
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themiſhould fall ſhort through unbe. 
'Lief, and ſo be fruſtrated of their 
fhare and hopes of that Glory which 
ts to be revealed ? 

It began to grow late, ſo I took 
my leave of him for that Night, 
promifing to renew my Viſit, (if 
it pleaſed God,) the next Day, 
when Ifoond him till in the fame 
Condition, asto his Mind; but his 
Body was much weakned by his con- 
tinuai Sweats, cauſed by the Agonies 
helay under. 1 fonnd Three or 
Four Divines withhim who had been 
at Prayer, which they told me,had the. 
ſame uneaſie effet vpon him,as when 
I-prayed with him the Night' before. 
One of the Divines deſired him - to 
conſider the Example. of St: Perer, 
who had denyed his Maſter with 
Oaths and Curſes, and yet - was re- 
ccived again into his :Favour. -To 
which he reply'd C(officiouſly a- 
Sainft himſelf, as he had done all the 
Day before: <* Tis true, St. Peter 
«did deny his Maſter, as I have 
«done, .but what then? his —_ 
3 


— 
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© had Prayed for him, that his Faith 
© ſhould not fail, and being willing 
© that he ſhould Repent, he look'd 


© him into a Repentance, and afliſt» 


Ced him by his Holy Spirit to per» 
© fect it ; now if Chriſt would af- 
© fiſt me to Repent, I ſhould do {0 
© too, but he hath juſtly withdrawn 
© his Impreſſions from- me : I have 
© ſo often Crucificd him afreſh, anti 
© put him to open ſhame, ſo often 
© prieved that Holy Spirit, that God 
© has taken it away from me, and in 
© the room thereof has left me the 
© Spirit of Impenitence and Repro- 
« bation, and given me a certain 
© Earneſt of a fearful Inheritance if 
© another Life. 
He ſpake little more that Day. for 

a deal of Company prefſling 1nz. It 
became troubleſome to him, andto- _ 
wards Night Orders were taken for” 
the avoiding ſuch an Inconvenience. 
There were four more Divines in 
the Room belides, at Six a: Clock ; 
we all look?d upon one another$not 
knowing what courſe to take, mo 
D Text 
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Text being offered in his favonr, but 
what he readily turned another way ; 
whilſt we were thus Muſing, he Cry- 
ed out in a vehement affecting Paſli- 
on, *How long, Oh Lord ! ſhall 
*thy Wrath burn for ever againſt | 
© me, ſhall thy Eternal Juſtice for 4 
© ever exact upon a poor deſpicable | 
* Worm ? What is my Value or | 
© Worth that thou ſhouldſt pour | 
© out full Vials of Wrath upon:me? þ 
© Oh that thou wouldſt let go thy | 
© Hand, ſor ever forget me, and let | 
© me fall into my firſt nothingnefs | 


© have profited thee nothing, ſo | 
© my Impileties have done thee. no | 
© hurt, therefore Annihilate me, and | 
© let me Periſh to nothing; be not | 
-- * Angry with me that I thus Expo- | 
—» £©< ſtalate with thee; *cwill be but a | 
-£ lictle time but thy Wrath wall 
© force the Dreadfulleſt Blaſphemies | 
© from me, except thou prevent | 
© them: Oh that thou wouldſt take 
© away my Being and my. Miſery ; 
© neither of them can add to, or di- 
© miniſh 


© again ; as my Righteouſneſs could # 


* miniſh from thy Happineſs, there- 


© fore let them both ceafe, and let 


*my Name be known no more z Or 


_<EifI muſt ſtill be, and be Immor- 


*tal, and thou wilt Puniſh me, ' be- 
* cauſe I have Deſpiſed thee, let it 
* ſuffice to be a Privation of thy 
* Self, and let me paſs my Eternity 
*1n a Dream, without ever being 
* awakned by the pangs of Tor- 
* ment, Without ever being d1- 
* ſtarbed by the Gnawing of the 
* Worm that dies not. But Oh what 
© fruitleſs Deſires are theſe, for I 
* am Expoſtulating with a Gcd that 


! * has cloſed his Ears, and will not 


© hear, with a God that has for ever 
* ſhut out my Prayers, and only 
* protratts my Breath a little longer 
©to be an Example unco others! 
* Ohye Rocks and Mountains, that 
*ye would hide me from the pre- 
* ſence of an Incenſed God! Burt 
* there's nc flying from his preſence, 
* what he has begnn he will finiſh, 
* he will extend his Wrath againſt 
* me for ever and ever. Here ſome 

D 2 Body 
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Body knocked at the Daor, and it 
proved to be a Penny-Paſt-Man 
with a Letter to this Gentleman ; 
which being told him, © How, 
© (ſays he) a Letter for me ? A lit- 
*tle longer, and I expect another 
© ſort of a Meſtenger, 1am ( added 
che) very quickly to give up my 
* Accounts of every ſecret ACtion 
*that I have done, and I have a 
* mind to make an Experiment of 
© {omething of the ſame Nature, to 
* jee how I can bear it ;, aud looking 
* about the Raom he eſpyed me; 
* Pray Sir, f21d he, do me the fa- 
© vour as to open apd read this Let- 
ter, the Contents I know not, 
© but I expect it to come from ſome 
* of my old Acquaintance. I deſi- 
red to be excufed, alledging, thar 
poſſibly there might Le ſomething in 
it that might be improper to di- 
vulge. *Nothing, ncthing, re- 
*plyed he, can «ffect me now; I 
© have no Honour, no Reputation, 
* and what's yet, worſe, no Heaven 
* to Joſe, by this or any other Act, 

C chere- 
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© therefore pray Sir oblige me, or L 


* muſt trouble ſome Body-elſe. Ups 
on this I broke. open the Letter, des 
ſigning firlt to take a Curſory View: 
of it, and then to proceed, or de- 
fiſt, according as I found the Con- 


4 tents, w which upon peruſal I thought 


not impertinent to the preſent Caſe, 


and therefore Read as follows, | 


D-areſt Sir, 


LF x you are fallen dans 
erouſly, ill, and that it had 'a 


Muanch lly Eft upon you, 1 could 


. not, ( conſidering Our” $trifter Friends 


ſbip ) but endeavour at leaſt the remo=- 
val of thoſe Evils your Mind may lie: 
under, which rr is an Office no leſs 


| grateful, than making your Body Sound 


and Vigorous, . Sickneſs anda Death are 
the common. Lot of Mankind, and 10: 
Repine and Grieve at the bearing of this 
Lot, # toCombat the Laws off Nature, 
and fight againſt Impoſſuilutics ;. what: 
Wiſe Mans Repines at the Heat in. Su. 
mer. or Cold: tn Winter, or troubles: 
ſel, that. the Sun evcr-goes, out of- 

D =Z, OHT; 


ur Hemiſphereall the aan ?* A 
common Evil-that every 7 bears, 


ceaſesits be an Evil, beeauſe ther#s no 


ane bas a better Fortune to compare with 
fr, and without compariſon, nothing can 
be ſaid to be better or norſe; this alſo 
a g004 made Common Palls mto [naiff6- 
cengy from the ſame Reaſons, But per- 
haps your Alelancholly ſuggeſts unto you, 

that "tis a diſmal thing to Launch out 
into an unknown Abyſs, x0 be you hnow 
zot 'whbere, wor what, T1 Anſmer, 1 
drbam ſometimes: of friphtful things, 
&rd the Idea*s that I'hawe of them, 11n- 
preſs as affiitting Reſentments upon my 
Spirit, as if they were real, butt then 
4 anake all vaniſhes, Thus, if we will 
examine Death, and its ſuppoſed Conſe- 
quences, by the " Prejudices of a Melan» 
cholly and Diftratted. Brain, we maybe 
Atiſerable, proportionableto the herghth 
of our Folly; but if by our Reaſon we 
take a View of thefe Formidable 3ſ0n- 
fters, they grow tame and ſamiltar to 
us. 1 would dercand of bimcthar aks 


we, What. Eftate | fall \8d in afrer. 


Deaths, What Eftart Bs mas 37 before 
E 1 Life ? 
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Life ? Pain and Pleaſure will leave 
their Impreſſns upon a Flumant Spirit ';, | 
Hs a8 natural-as Wax to vecetve the Im- 
preſſion of that Seal by which it is ſealed. 
_ Therefore if I was either Happy or Mh- 
erable before I commenced Humanity, 1 
 nſt ſtill. retain ſome Impreſſion of tr, 
but 1 now do neither, therefore ſhall ao 
neither bereafier, I came ont of -4 
State of Nathingneſs, and hall return 
into the ſame again 3 as the Flame of an 
extinguiſhed C ariale diſſoboes and loſeth 1 ie. 
| _ felf in the Cireumamblent Aivyigven- fo 
the Taper of Life vaniſhes to Sure 
«Ether, and 1; nd more, when the 'f,avs 
of the Union of the Soul and Boay are 
violated and broken, Death #t felf 15- 
nothing ;, and after Death there's 1o- 
thing ;, and mhy fould 1'be afrabd bf : 
nothmg ? ike Courage, Man, rd e- 
ther Dye Ike your ſelf; "Maſter of your - 
Fate and Happmeſs, ſo long as it is to 
be kepr' 5 or Recover, and Live Worthy. 
the Churatter of a Per ſon that kywoms how | 
8ither:#6:\Lie or Dye. So wiſhes 
S106 0G a red Friend and Servdhit, 

NE# 0) 9.0't) (254% $A: B:. 
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I had no ſooner read this Letter 
through, but he furpriz?d us all with 


repeated diſmal Groans, as- if his 
Soul had been ſtrugling under the laſt 
Throws of Separation: We thought 
it not convenient to. preſs for the 
Reaſon of it, confidering that Ha- 
man Nature feels, or at leaſt ſup- 
poſes an Eaſe by complaining of the 
Evil it ſuffers, and. it happened ac- 
cording to our, ExpeCtations, for at 
length he broke out into thele aftiict- 
ing. Igpprecations-:- *Curſed be the 
: : Dayewherein [ commenced - ſuch 

© a fatal Friendſhip : Oh unhappy 
© Time, when firſt I imbib'd theſe 
© Atheiſtical Principles ! When firſt 
© I exchanged the Chriſtian Faith for 
© the Creed of Spinoza and the Levias 

than! When firſt 1 relinquiſh'd. 

© all reveaPd. Religion: for the natural 

© oze,, and the laſt for none - at all. 
When caſting his Eyes upon me, he 
ſaid ,, I am: not able to- write an 
© Anſwer to that Letter.,.. thaugh.L 

* earneſtly deſire there ſhould: be one, 
-' Hor. is it: worth. my while to get an- 
Emer 
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-© Emanuenſis for that purpoſe, for l 
$ © ſuppole I ſhall have no occaſion to 
h Bj write any more. I'm alfo fenſible 
is * that you might be better able to 
ſt © anſwer fucha Letter than I, and yet 
It © my preſent Circumſtances are ſuch 
e WH (1 being not only a Party, but the 
;- Mc diſmal fubjeft Matter my felf) that 
© © what comes from me may make 2 
e KM ©deeper impreſſion upon the Spirit 
- oof my Friend, than what comes 
t * from: a ſtrange Hand ; therefore 
© you will Qblige me, if you will 
* anly lend me your Hand, and let 
© me dictate; which I freely offering, 
he ordered a Chair to be ſet. on the 
ather Side of the Bed, thinking it 
convenient to be as ſecret and free 
from Noiſe and Diverſion as poſhbly 
he could : And then he proceeded. 


SIR, 


Eing not able to uſe my onn, 1 
have borrawed another Hand to 
anſwer yours, poſſibly I may ſubſcribe 
my felf. You fay well, Its a gratefuller 
Office 
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Office to endeavour to remove the Evils | 
of the Mind than of the Body, What | 


you wrge of the common Lot of Man- | 
kind, as Deatb and Sickneſs : I could | 
wiſh it were my Caſe, but mine alas is | 


a diſcovery that 1 pay dearly for, vIT. 
That Deſpair and Hell is the common lot 
of Atheiſts, Now your Arguments 
cannot reach my Caſe, unleſs you firſt 
prove that Atheiſm is as inevitable as 
Death and Sickneſs, and that therefore 
the effetts of it are to be born patiently, 
unleſs a Man will combat Neceſſity and 
fight againſt the Laws of Fate. Tour 
way Fi arguing is ſnch as I have usd 
any ſelf formerly ;, and I cannot but 
wonder now how I could thiak it conclu- 
frue : Perhaps I never indeed thought 
of that, but was pleaſed with it, becauſe 
I miſhd it to be true, and becauſe I ſaw 


it my Intereſt that it ſhould be ſo. If | 


you pleaſe Dll juſt makes a Refle- 
fiion or two upon what you have writ, 


— 


and then give you my Sentiments of the | 


whole matter, You Jay, That if we | 


examine Death and its ſuppoſed Conſe- 
quences by our Reaſon, thoſe formidable 
00+ 
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| Monſters grow tame and familiar: If 
| by our Reaſon you mean either the pecu- 
liar Creed of Atheiſts, or the common 
| Reaſon of Human Nature; I am ſure 
* | thoſe Monſters will be leſs tame and fa- 
| miliar the more you think_of them, for 
k ſince 10 Reaſon diſcovers what an unex- 
| perienc'd death 15, or the unknown change 
| conſequent thereupon, how can we judge 
| of things that we know not ? Reaſon 
| as long as you pleaſe upon things that 


ou are ignorant of, and at laſt you 


| will be as far from Truth and Satiifa- 
| EHon, if not farther , than when you 


firſt began ; like him tha demanded 


| 'a conſiderable Time to tell what God 


was; and when that was expired he 
demanded yet a greater; and being 


| aikd why he did ſo, he replyed, The 
| more he thovghr, the leſs he knew of 
| him. /t mighe have been retorted on 
k him, though the ſame Hiſtory gives no 
| account of it ; Why then aid he petition 
' for means of greater Ignorance and Con- 


fuſion ? Your Argument 1s 'extream 
weak about a pre-exiſtent and future 
State '; Vize 1 retain 10 impreſſion of 


Hap- 
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Happineſs or Miſery that I had ina |} M 
pre-exiſtent State, therefore ſhall retain || 10 
one in a future State, How that's a 
conſequence in any Rules of Logick I ſee | 
not. Next, you would have me believe | 


upon your bare Word, That Death 
is nothing, and that after Death there's | 
nothing, Pray how do you kyow either, | we 
having not yet tryed ? there are a great || ſcc 
mnany that ſay the contrary. I have 0n- || a 
ly concerned my ſelf as to the rationality | w/ 
of your Letter, that I might induce you to | off 
believe 1 am not melancholly, diſtratted, || in 
or prejudic'd in my Reaſon, and 1 would || the 
deſire you #0 believe it, That what 1 a 
am going to ſay may not have the leſs | Fr 
credit, becauſe it comes from one under | 
my circumſtances ; It's Truth, and whe- | 9 
ther you will believe me or no, you will | gr; 
at laſt find it to be ſo. as. 
Here he groan'd, and deſired af fr 
little intermiſſion , being not only 
weary with repeating ſo much, but ,; 
at preſent dejected and confuſed with ,;, 
the unhappy Truths he was about tof ,,, 
tell his Friend, and fo he reſted him-J 
ſelf for about half an Hour ; thenj 
calling] ' 
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calling to me again, he delired we 
z « | might proceed : Which we did as 
ain follows... 

s 4 If 1 could force you to believe me 
ſee | 1 would; all I can do is to deal with you 
eve || a5 a reaſonable Creature, by opening may 
ath | Breaſt to you, and then kaving you at 
re's $-your liberty to att as you pleaſe. - Whilft 
er, | we are in Health and Buſineſs we may 
eat | ſeem to aft contrary to our Intentions, 
0n- | and plead for thi:gs we velieve not; but 
lity | when we come to dye the Vizard is:takee 
gto | off, and the Han appears as he is, open 
ea, | and plain. This is my Condition 
wld | therefore I can have neither Intereft nor 
* Tf any other Motive in impoſing upon: my 
leſs | Friends. | 

der Religion ( I mean the Chriſtian) 1s 
he- | wo fititions Impoſture, Heaven and Helt 
will | are real,and the immortality of theSoul is 
as certain as the exi(tence of the Body ; 
1 a] for a Time we have officiouſly deluded 
oly þ and cheated. one another of our Religion 
Dut | and Happineſs, and God, who will nat 
always be deſpiſed by his Creatures with 
- TON out taking notice of it, has choſeu me 
Out 45 die Cxample 10 you all, and 454 
GER | E ' Warning 


unto the Spirit of Grace, . and'been the 


# preſumptuous, egregious piece of | Folly 
| #5 
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Warnng tothelazy indifferent Chriſtian: 
But who, alas, can write their own Tra- 
gedy without yf ears, or copy out the Seal 
of their Dargation, without the extre= 
mity of Horror ? That there's a God 
T know, becauſe 1 continually feel the 
effefts of his Wrath : That there's a 
Hell, I am as certain, baving received 
the earneſt of my Inheritance there, in 
my Breaſt, where my Tortures are 


infinitely ſhort of any Expreſſion : That 


there's a natural Conſcience, which u | 
70t the effect of a prejudiced Education, | 
TI now feel with Horror and Amaze-| 


ment, being continually ugbraided by it 
with the Regiſtry of my Impicties, and 


bringing of all my Sins freſh into my} 


remembraiice ; wky God has markt me 
out for an Example of his Wrath and 


Vengeance rather than you, or any of | 


our Acquaintance, I preſume is, becauſe} 


I am the greateſt Apoſtate, having been| 


more religiouſly educated than any of þ w: 


you, and therefore done greater defpite 


greateſt Scandal to Religion, .. Oh what 
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| z it for Du$t and Aſhes to contend with 


their Creator, to queſtion his Juſtice, 
his Power, nay his very Being, when at 
the ſame Time without this wfinite wiſe 
God, every ſuch vile Wretch would im- 
mea:ately fall into its Chaos again, be- 
ing not able to'exift one moment without 
him ? What a vile ingratitude is it ſcur- 
rilouſly to reflet# upon the Chriſtian Reli= 


gion, when the Author of is dyed to re- 


concile ſuch Reficttors to himſelf? And if 
after all that he has done and ſuffered 
ro make ſuch Fools happy, they will ſtill 


| deny bim and deſpiſe the Benefits of his 
. Redemption ;, what can be expetted but 


that \ this Intercefſor become an angry 


"Fudge and conſien bis Enemies over to 
the Reward of their Demerits-? . Don't 


miſtake your ſelf, its not a light mat- 
ter to queſtion and contend with the God 
of Nature, to abuſe Religion and deny 
the Aubor of it, and what 1s yet the 


\ wor#Þ of all, to apoſtatize and leave the 


way of Righteonſneſs, as I bave done ; 
behold, God hath met with me for it 5 
after a long Forbearance of ſeveral Years 
m invterate Impiety and Profaneneſs : 

E 2 Let 


73 Theſecond $Spira. 
Zee me intreat you, by my Example, 
#0 leave off your Sins by Repent ance ;, who 
droweth but God may yet receive you, 
and by me preath ſuch a Lefture as 
way frop you in your-Courſe of Wicked- 


meſs ? I ſpeak net this out of any Love 
*% Vertne or Hatred of Vice, for I am IN 


hardned and impenitently reprobate, only 
herem I imitate Dives,. who was unwil- 


ling bus Brethren ſhould come to the | 


fame place of Torment with him : Make 
What uſe you pleaſe of this, only remem- 


ber that if it does not reclaim you, t | 
will dowble your Condemnation, and: en- 
huarce your Guilt, poſſibly to be = 


taken in this preſent World as I am, 


with rhe juſt Judgment of God'; if nee, | 


beſpre you will be light on hereafter : 


Which is all, and 1 wiſh I could ſay| 


emgh, From 


Yours, &c: | 


As ſoon 
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- AS ſoon as he: ſubſcribed his Name 
and the Letter was ſealed, he defi- 
red:a Porter might be called and ſent, 
for ; fear-.of a Miſcarriage ;:+' which 
was done accordingly. And the Night. 
being. far -worn,. we all- took our 
Leaves and left him-, wiſhing 'hity- 
.*good Reſt anda happier: Condition 
the next Day : To which he replyed, 
* Gentlemen, I thank -you,/- but! my- 


_ © Happineſs is at an end, and-as for 


* my Reſt to Night, all -the Eaſe I 
* expect will be in wiſhing for the 
© Day, as:in the Day- time, I wiſh for 
© the. Night ;; thus ſpending, the little 
; remainder of my miſerable :Mo- 
© MEnts in- a fearful expe&tation;;of 

© my Diſſolution, and the diſmal 
© Account | am to make upon it. - Byz 
* Gentlemen a good Night [to youy 
and remember my Example,.to cons 
© firm you in that Religips: - I-hayo 
©diſowned,. that ye may ſtand. more 

« cantiouſly by my Fall,. and 1eevr® 


* the Happineſs I haye- for feited.- 
The next day camc feveral of bis 


Friends out of-the-Country,.. having 
had 


E 3 
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had-an acconnt of his Sickneſs and': 
Diſtrations. When they: came into- | 


the Room,. one of them applyed 
himſelf to him, telling him; - That 
heand ſeveral:more of. his Relations 
were come on purpoſe to Town to. 


Teehim, and were extream ſorry to | 
find ' him- in ſich a weak Condition:Þ- 


as he appeared ( for now he was al- 
moſt nothing but-Skin and Bones, the: 
Apontes that he lay under doing the 
Office of the quickeſt Conſumption.) 
To which he anſwered, © lam ob- 
*liged, out-of common Civility, to: 
*thank you all ; but who are my.Re- 
*lations?* Our Saviour ſaid, That: 
*fuch only as” did the Will of his: 
« Heavenly Father were his Relati- 
*ons :. I may alfo properly fay., 


% That none but the Atheiſt, the Re-- | 


*probate, and all ſuch as do the 
© Work of the Devil are my Rela- 

tions ;. this little Tye of Fleſh and 
* Blood will bediſſolv'd in a Moment, 
*bnt the Relation I have to the-dam-- 
*ned 1$ permanent and laſting, the - 
*fame Lot;.the ſame. Place of: Tor- 


* ments), 


| 
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© ments, the fame Exerciſes of Bla-_ 
©ſphemy, and the ſame Eternity of 
© Horror will be common to us all ;. 
©fo that ſimilitude of Torments,- 
© Place and Duration will joyn us in 


<a very ſtrict Union. His Friends, 


who had only had ſome Report of a 
kind of DiſtraQion,. were ſurprized 
to hear him deliver himſelf in ſuch 
Terms,and began to.enquire of ſome 
of ns what was the matter that he 
talked at ſuch a rate; who replied, 
We could wiſh it were Frenzy or 
Diſtra&tion, but we were afraid of a 
much ſadder Cauſe, viz. the Senſe of 
Hell, and God's Wrath upon him, . 
which was ſo violent as to drive him. 
into Deſpair, and the utmoſt Ago- 
nies and Horror of Mind, begging, - 
if it might pleaſe God, the caſe might 
be altered before his- Death, which 
they were ſure could not. be far off, 
if he proceeded as he had begun. 
He hearing them whiſper, and' ima» 
gining the Cauſe of it, called them 
alt unto him; .and ſaid; © You may- 
© magin me diſtracted or melancholy, . 

dh 
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© E wiſh 1 were either; but it's part 
© of my Judgment,that I am not ;-no, 
* my Apprehenſion of Perſons and 


©Things 15 rather more vigorous and 


< quick than it was when I. was in 
©perfetHealth : And it is my Curſe, 
©becauſe I am thereby more ſenſible 


* of my Unhappineſs and the Condi- - 


©tion I am fallen into. Would you 
©be informed why I am become a 
* Skeleton in three or four Days -? 
© Why, my Grief does continually 
© extort ſome unhappy Expreſlions 
© from me : Know then that I have 


« ſinned againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and 


© done deſpite to the Spirit of Grace; 
© that 1 have deſpiſed my Maker, and 
© dented my Redeemer ; that in 
© ſhort 1 have apoſtatized from the 
«© Chriſtian Religion; and joined my 
© ſelf to the Atheiſt and Prephane, 
© and continued this Courſe under 
© many Convictions, tif my Iniqui- 
© ty. was iipe for Vengeance, and the 
© juſt Judgment of God overtook me, 
© when mySecurity was. the greateſt 
* and the.Checks of my ge 
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© the leaſt. Since I denied. that Sal- 
© vation that comes by Chriſt Jeſus, 
*there is no other Mediator or Inter- 
© ceflor for Sinners ; if there be, 
©who is he that can redeem my Soul 
* from Hell, or give a Ranſom for 
* my Life? No, no, the Scripture 


* ©is certainly true, and that ſays, 


© That if we ſin wilfully, after we have 
© received the Knowledg of the Truth, 
ﬀ rlaere remaineth no more Sacrifice for 
© Sin, but a fearful looking for of Fug - 
© ment, and fiery Inaignation , which 
© ſhall conſume the Aalverſary, There: 


|. *remaineth no more Sacrifice for Sin,. 


©that*s the Wound that pierces my 
* Soul : Chriſt Jeſus was 'the only 
© expiatory Sacrifice for Sinners that 
*God would accept of ; and I nor 
© accepting (I would fay,) and Þ 
* deſpiſing this, there now re- 
© mains no other for me to accept 
Cof , 'Nno other '#< make an At- 
© tonement and Satisfation for 
me, There's no other Name un- 

der Heaven given whereby we be 
© faved, \but by the protec of Jeſm I 
and: 
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* and "tis this Jeſus that I: have Re- 
© proached, Ridiculed, and Abuſed, 
© jn his Members here; nor is this 
© all, I have not been content to do 
© this my ſelf, but by my Example 
© have induced others to do the 


* ſame. Methinks your- Breaſts are 
© all open to me, and in the midſt of l 


© your Pity and Surprizals, you | 
© would bid me Hope, Believe, and 
© Return and. Supplicate that Mercy 
© I have abuſed ; that Jefns came to 


* fave Sinners, and to bring them to. | 
©Repentance, with: other things of | 
© this- nature. I know that theſe | 


* are your thoughts, and by  menti- 


© oning : them I haye- ſaved you the | 
* Labour : - Alas, how fain would II | 
© Hope and Believe! Can-a- Man in | 


© Torments not deſire to- be freed | 


* from them? No, aſſure your ſelves, | 
* I wonld upon;any Terms, but the | 
© Diſpleaſure and Wrath-of God, 
* obſtrutt the Power . af Hoping | 
*.and Believing ; . and though I | 


* would, I can do neither ,. nor: do 
©I know what ſome Divines mean, 
| © that 
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that fay, He that deſires to Hope, 

Repent and Believe, in ſome 
meaſure does it: I experience the 
contrary ; a fruitleſs Wiſhing that 
comes not to Aa, 1s no more but 
a Conviction, which ſhall bring 
ſuch Perſons under greater Dam- 
nation, Would you have me to 
Return and Supplicate that Mercy 
I have Abuſed ? Alas! how fad is 
my Caſ?, that have no other hopes 
but what depend upon Abuſed 
Mercy ? But why. ſaid I hopes ? 
When I have no hopes at all, my 
hopes are fruſtrate, and my ex- 
pectations are cut off, and what 
remains behind ? why, | am bid to 
Hope and Believe; Oh what Sa- 
tyr, what Mockery and Abuſe 1s 
this upon me, to find me in Miſe- 
ry, and bid me be Happy, with- 
out o_cg me ſome power of 
being ſo ! Indeed ſhould Jeſus 
Chriſt ſay ſo much to me, it 


would be ſume Comfort ; but for 


you to do it, 1s the ſame thing, 


a5to: bid a Malefator ſhake off his 


© Chains 
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© Chains and Fetters, and aſſume his 
© Liberty ; or to call upon the 
© Dead to ariſe out of their Graves, 


and Challenge their Eſtates and 
Honours again. How idle is it, 
to bid the-Fire not to burn, when 
Fuel is adminiſtred ; to command 


the Seas to be Smooth and Calm in : 


the midſt of Storms ? ſuch is my 
Cafe, and ſuch are the Comforts 
of my Friends : But Pm ſpent, and 
can Complain no-more; would to 
God the Cauſe of my Complaints 
would alſo ceaſe. The Cauſe of my 
Complaints! This renews my 
Grief, and ſummons up the little 
ſtrength I have left to Complain 
again, like an extinguiſhing Flame 
that recolleas at once all its Ali- 
mentary Matter for one - great 
Blaze before it expires. ?*Tis juſt 
fo with me: But whether am I go- 


ing? As he ſaid this, he fainted 
away; and lay in a fort of Swound 
For a:conſfiderable time, but by -the 
help of ſome Spirizs we broyght him 
to bimfelf again, and: as ſoon as: he 


opened 


4. 
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openedihis.Eyes, he ſaid, **OhocrueP 
«.-1d unkind Friends. ta awake-me 
{ from: a; Dream. in which I had a 
«- Ceſlatiom from my; Tortunes; but 
«now: they' return againz. and Prey 
<qypon-my. Soul like: ſa many: Furies: 


$ This: he ſpoke with: ſo feeling and 


|, ofthe World, it. would:be ang of _ 


lively Concern, that-not one: of: his 
Relations-could refrain; fron: Fears; 
none- ob them: being: able:to-ſpeakto 
him: for a conſiderable: time: before; 


<< Yau: weep, ſays: hes. but your ve=. 


< ry. Tears: come: tos late';; was I 
<< like another Perſon: that goes: out 


& my- greateſb-'Troubles to-ſee: you 
«© Weep, or at leaſt, it'wonldvadd 
& much:to my. Pains; for he muſt be 
© unnatural: and ſenſelefs that: could 
© not be moved and:troubled! at the 
&<:zfiftion: of. others, eſpecially: his 
«Friends and! Relations ; but' the 


« Caſe: is otherwiſe with ae, my 


& Cup is full, and alreadyrruns over, 

<« the bitterneſs of my Soul is- as 

&-preat/ as: poſſible it can- be in'this 

© World, and my: Heart: is full of 
F 
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*© Horror and Anguiſh,' and no 
© Grief can add unto mine, being 
© already ſo great, that 'tis uncapa- 
*© ble of receiving any more. Per. 
* haps, this may ſeem a Paradox to 
*« you at firſt, but what think you of 
*< Time and Eternity ? Can one add 
& an Hour to Eternity, which com- 
<« prehends and ſwallows all Time? 
* Can one add any thing to theWrath 
© of God, which includes the Fury 
*© of Devils and Men, this being de- 
© rivative and dependent on that ? 
* and can any one add to my Grief 
* and Tortures, who am fallen into 
*© the hands of the living God ? No, 
< no, reſerve your Tears for your 
«© Sins, and caſt them not away ſo 
* fruitleſly upon one that is neither 
© the better nor worſe for them. 
You may eaſily imagine what im- 
preſlions ſuch Sayings as theſe made 
. upon the Spirits of his Friends, who 
were almoſt overwhelmed with Grief 
and Amazement; with Grief, at the 
lamentable State of their Kinſman, 
and with Amazement at the dreadful 


Judg- 
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Judgment of God upon him. But in- 
the midſt of their Sorrows they had 
the Prudence to think of the Repu- 
tation of their Family, and to pro- 
vide for as much Secrecy as they pol- 
fibly could in ſuch a Caſe;. for the 


Rumor ofa Man in Deſpair begin- 


ning to ſpread, they conveyed him 
by Night to other Lodgings ; but he 
was grown ſo very weak, that not- 
withſtanding the Care of thoſe who 
conveyeu him in the Chair, it had 
like ro have proved fatal to him ; for 
he fainted away ſeveral times, but 
they got him into his Chamber, and 
to Bed as ſoon as they could : After 
a little Reſt he yet found fo much 
ſtrength as to expreſs himſelf thus : 
©I amnot concerned to enquire whi- 
© ther you have brought me, or your 
© Reaſons for ſo doing ;. it had been 
© ſomething if you had brought my 
© Perſon hither without my Horrors 
© and accuſing Conſcience, or if you 
© had chang'd my unhappy State with 
my Lodgings; but my Torments 
© are rather the greater than before, 

F- 2 © for 
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<:for /] ſecithat difmal Hour 4s :ap- 
* praaching-andjaſt at hand, whenl 
* (hall bid you all a ſad Farewel. The 
Do?tars -that had been with him in 
the beginning of his Sickneſs were 
again 'ſent for, and they yet decla- 
red they could:do nothing, fo long as 


Tie Diſturbance of hs Mind was the * 


Cauſe of this Weakneſs, only they 
ordered him fome Cordial Julips, 
which they ſaid might perhaps ſtren- 
2rhen his Nature, ſfo that he might 
ive two or three Days longer. My 
Buſineſs called me away for a Day or 


wo, and 1came again wpon Thw/- , 


 —_ pretty early, the Day 
t his Death. When 1 came into 
the Room, 1 enquired of his Friends 
how he had ſpent his Time ? Who 
had been with him, what Diſcourſe 
or Expreſſions had dropt from him ? 
And'they told me, 1n general he had 
little Company, and that his Expreſ- 
ftons were much ſhorter than before, 
being now- unable to ſpeak many 
words together; yet that what he did 
ſpeak, ſeemed to have more Horror 
and 
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and Deſpair in it than formerly. Af- | 
terwards I went to his Bed-lide, and 
ſaw perfet Death in his Face, mixt 
with ſuch. Amazement and Anguiſh,, 
that it was the ſaddeſt SpeCtacle 1 e- 
ver ſaw inall my Life-time, I askte 
him-how he did? to which he reply'd;. 
« Damwd and loſt for ever. 1 delired 
him not toentertain ſucha Thought; 
the Decrees of God were ſecret, and 
God might puniſh him thus in this 
life, to make him fir for a better. 
© They are not (laid he) ſecret to 
« me, but diſcovered for my greater. 
« Forment ;. and my Puniſhmene 
«here is for an Example to others,. 
<< and for an Earneſt ro me of my own: 
© Damnation. Oh that there wasno-+ 
«God, or that this Gad could ceaſe 
*tobe;. for I am ſure he. will never 
*-have Mercy vpon me. Alas, ſaid 
}, there's no contending with our. 
Creator,therefore forbearſuch words. 
as may provoke him more. ** True- 
© (reply'd he): there?s- no contend- 
<< ing; I wiſh there were a pollibili- 
« ty of getting aboveGod,that would» 

K 3, he: 
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& be-a Heaven to me. 1 entreated 
him not to entertain ſach a Blaſphe- 
my, for— Here he \inrerrapted: me, 
laying, © Read we not in the Revela- 
* 7305, of thoſe that blaſphem'd God 
© becauſe of their pains? 1 am now 
© of that number. Oh how'do T-efvy 
"the happineſs of Cain and Judas / 
Bat (reply*d I) you are yet alive, and 
do not feel the torments of thoſe that 
are actually in Hell, To which he 
anſwer?d, © This is either trne or 
* falſe; if it be true, what are my 
* expectations, and how heavy will 
© my Torments be, if I yet not feel 
*the uttermoſt ? But I know that 'ris 
© falſe, and that 1 now endure more 
© than the Spirits of the damn'd in 
© Hel] ; for I have the very ſame tor- 
© tures upon my Spirit as they have, 
© beſides the Torments1 endure in my 
©Body. TI believe that at the day of 
* [vdgment, the Torments of my 
© Mind and Body will be both of *cm 
© more intenſe ; but as I am now, no 
© Spirit in Hell endtires what I do : 
© How gl2dly would Ichange my cor- 
* dition 


| | 
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© dition for Hell! And how earneſtly 
* would 1 entreat -of my angry Judge 
© to fend'me thither, if I wes not a- 
fraid that he' wonld out of Venge- 
© ance 'deny'me ?' Here he clos'd his 


, Eyes alittle, and began to talk idly 


and befides himſelf, every now and 


«then -groaning and onaſhing bis Teeth ; 


bot when he open'd his Eyes and 
lookt about, he grew ſenſible again, 
and felt for his Palſe, ſaying, * How 
© lazily my Minutes paſs on ! when will 
be the laſt Breath,the laſt Pulſe, that 
* ſhall beat my Spirit out of this de- 
(Cay 'd Manſion into thoſe defir'd Re- 
© pions of Death and Hell? Oh! 1 
© find ?Lis juſt at hand ; and what ſhall 
© I now ſay ? Pm now aſraid again to 
* die. Ah the Forlorn Hope; the de- 
© ſtitute State of an Arherſt that has: 


© noGod to go to,nothing to fly tefor: 6 


«© Peace or Comfort! Here his Speech 
fail'd him again; and we all beliey- 
ing him to be Hoſt a leaving the 
World went to Prayer, which threw 
him info an Agony, in which, tho” 
he could not ſpeak perfeR] y;he made ' 
waiat 
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what noiſe he could to hinder himſelf 
from hearing, and turn'd away his. 
Face that he might not ſee the Attion; 
which we perceiving, we recom- 
mended him to the Mercy of God, 
and gave over. His Speech return'd 


not again for a conſiderable time, 
but he fixt his Ghaſtly Eyes upon us, - 


and by the Air of his Countenance 
ſhew?d, that we had not alittle diſ- 
oblig'd him : And as ſoon as he cou'd 


ſpeak, he ſaid, ** Tygers and Mon- 


** ſters, are ye alſo become Devils 
© to Torment me, and give me a 


*© Proſpect of Heaven, to make my 
©© Hell the more intolerable? Alas, 


Sir, reply*d I, what Intereſt can we 
have in making you miſerable ? ?Tis 
. our delire of your recovery and re- 


| .-=#gapciliation with God, that caſts us 


2 at the Throne of Grace ; if we 


PO" muſt not ſcek-aſliſtance at the hand 


of God,whereelſe ſhould we ſeek it ? 
If God denies, who elſe can give 
it? If he will not have Mercy. ; 
whither muſt we go for it? To 
which. be reply'd, * Ay that's the 


o 

ſelf | © Wound, God is become my Ene- 
his. | * my, and there is none fo ſtrong as 
on; | *© he todeliver me out of'his Hand ; 
m- | **hecconſigns meover to his Eternel 
od, | © Wrath and Vengeance, and there 
n'd | © is none that is able to Redeem 
ne, Þ ©* me. Was there another God as 
us, - <. Mighty as he who would Patro- 
Ice © nize my Cauſe, or was I above, 
iſ- | © or Independent of God, then I 
1d | © conld AZ and Diſpoſe of my 
n- | * ©* ſelf as I pleaſed, then would my 
ils | *©* Horrors-ceafe, and the ExpeCtati- 
a | © on and Deſigns of my -Formida-» 
ny | *© ble Enemy be fruftrate ; but this 
s,7 | © cannot be, for 1 — Here .his 
ve Voice failed him again, and he be- 
is gan to ſtruggle and gaſp for a {ittle 


* 


e- Breath, which having recove 


ns | witha Groan ſo Dreadfutand T&nd, i 
he 7 


72 as 1f it had not been Humane, 
d Cried out, ** Oh the inſufferable Pangs 
» * of Hell and Damnation ! and bo 
e \ ) he Dyed, Death ſettling the Viſage 

{ of his-Face in ſuch a Form, as if 
the Body, tho? Dead, was ſasſble.vf 
the” ' Extremity of Tormentss How 
God diſfoſed'of him we know not ; 
£ Secret 
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Seoret things belong to the Lord, to 
us Charity and Hope ; yet not ſo 
much as to make this no Example 
to us, for ſuch Inſtances are ſignas 
11Zzed on purpoſe to Teach us Fear 
and Reverence, to Judge our ſelves, 
and: uſe the utmoſt Diligence and 


Care to make our Calling and Ele&i* 


-on: ſure. 
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